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The Seven Core Confucian Concepts 
Introduction
Confucianism is a system of behavior and thought that originated in ancient China. Confucianism is also considered as a religion, a tradition, a way of governance, a humanistic religion, a way of life, or a philosophy. The system was developed by the Chinese philosopher and scholar Confucius, who considered himself as a transmitter that consciously revives the old to attain the new. Confucius stressed the importance of obedience to hierarchy, loyalty and correct behavior. The system of Confucianism focuses on education and knowledge as a way of attaining status in society. The Confucianism system was adopted by various Chinese leaders and followed by people. Over time, Confucianism has transformed; however, still, it is being used as a source of value, learning and social code among the Chinese. Confucianism was favored in ancient China due to its emphasis on obedience to superior people and class distinctions. The system is focused on cultivating and developing virtues in an organized world. The core Confucian concepts include the concept of Tao, harmony, filial piety, Li, learning, Jen and self.
The Concept of Tao
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The concept of Tao was used to refer to how people should behave in society. For Confucian believers, Tao, also referred to as Dao was a moral or ethical way. The Concept of Tao harmonizes a person’s will with nature. Tao, which is also referred to as “The way” entails the flow of the universe. Taoists preferred to understand the concept as a way of nature as a whole(de Bary et al. 397). They believed that the world elements derive from the concept of Tao. As a way of life, Tao believers put the idea into practice daily as a way of leading their lives. Taoists intended to make other people realize that human beings are only a fraction of the more extensiveprocess of nature; therefore,it was essential to balance between them. The emphasis of this concept to nature made Taoists reject standards and ideas, which couldbea forceful commitment to accomplish worldly goals. Taoists believed that assertive behaviors could result in aggression and violence. The Chinese thought that the orderliness and harmony that they experienced in the world were manifestations of Tao, a divine will that existing regulating the universe. Rather than believing in God the creator, the Chinese believed in providence or heaven as the cause of what exists in the world. This concept describes the order of the universe, the spiritual reality, as conforming to the virtues of compassion. Applying the concept to human affairs, the Chinese thought that there is always a correct and natural way of doing things and people had their proper function and place (de Bary et al. 291). Moral reasons guided their counsel against violence, Taoists denounced aggression as reflecting ignorance of nature’s way and favored the spontaneous and straightforward. Taoists' solutions to human beings’ behavior were expressed in the Taoist,whichentails not doing anything unnatural. The Confucian concern with culture, civilization and moral cultivation was seen as bias toward arbitrary and unnecessary distinctions. For Taoists, the concept of polar forces and the symbol ying-yang are central to their ideas(de Bary et al. 412). For a long time, the concept of Tao has influenced the Taoists and the Chinese culture. 
The Concept of Harmony
	Confucian harmony is an ethical and metaphysical notion that outlines how the world operates and how people should behave. Harmony can be described as the ideological concepts of peacefulness, concordance, gentleness, and conscientiousness. This concept requires coexistence of various elements in society and implies favorable relationships among them. Harmony dictates that there are multiple elements in the universe and presupposes coexistence among these elements. It implies that a single item cannot harmonize (Yao 174). The peace does not only mean sameness or an agreement without but coordination among different parties in a cooperative way. The ideal of the concept of harmony suggests that respect for nature and follow the universe’s guiding principles. Harmony presupposes that people behave according to the principle of compassion, being close to people of virtue and learning while associating with them.According to Confucius, harmony was essential to cultivating oneself and developing patience with others, which lead to peacefulness. Self-cultivation leads to courteousness at home, loyalty when dealing with others, and respect in all endeavors. Human beings can only achieve a state of harmony after cultivating themselves. The concept dictates that appropriate coordination between the multiple elements in the universe will result in harmony between people and nature(de Bary et al. 321). Harmony provides optimal space for parties that are involved in an interaction or relationship to flourish. It, however, constraints the parties that are included in the interaction. The concept of harmony views the world as full of many things, and all of them are more or less equal. The parties that are involved in a harmonious relationship influence each other’s growth.Harmony entails self-restraint and propriety virtues that avoid social chaos and minimize conflicts of interest with other people. Propriety fostered the practice of justice and morality, which preserved communal harmony.
The Concept of Filial Piety
	The Confucian concept of filial piety,also known as Xiao is an essential virtue in social ethics. Filial piety is considered as the attitude of care, obedience, and devotion toward older members in society, which is the basis for social harmony and moral conduct.It is arguably a Chinese essential moral principle and concept of philosophy that has been used for many years. The concept requires that children offer support, love, defense, and respect to their parents and older persons in the family, for instance, older siblings or grandparents. Filial piety acts include taking care of parents during their old age, obeying their wishes and offering them material comforts (Yao201). The idea of care towards parents and the old follows the fact that they give life to their children, care and support them during their growth until they attain full maturity. After receiving care and support during their developmental years, children are therefore children are forever indebted to their parents. To recognize this debt, the children ought to respect and serve their parents for their entirety.This concept also applies to professional superiors, teachers, all elders, and the government. In the Chinese culture, family is not only a social unit but a representation of an ideology that existed in society for many years. Family is regarded as society’s building block therefore, a hierarchical system of respect is applied to government, society and its rulers. The concept of filial piety dictates that the same level of selflessness and devotion that one uses to serve his or her family must also be used in serving society. 
	In Chinese, the concept of filial piety is represented by the character Xiao which is made up of the upper and lower part. The upper part denotes the old, while the lower part means son. The old are cared for by the younger while the young are oppressed and burdened by the old generation. The family is tasked with family line continuation. In traditional Chinese culture, filial piety played a crucial role in society. It was strong and went beyond the biblical commandment of “honor your mother and father.”The concept is based on strict principles of obedience, obligation, and hierarchy.The concept of filial piety was the foundation on which the Chinese family and society were based on.

The Concept of Li
	The concept of Li refers to the order of nature and the underlying reason, as reflected in its organic forms. Li set behavioral standards that created harmony between individuals and institutions in society. It is defined as a sense of manners and rituals of life that are the foundation for society. This concept defines the family relationships, encourages accountability and responsibility in families. It is a notion that embraces the social customs and habits that have been acknowledged as the action-guiding rules. In the sense of propriety, the concept of li can be described as complex rules that governed people’s conduct and created societal order by reinforcing moral imperatives. The concept established a sense of balance between the natural and human realm. Often considered as propriety or a ritual, Li was essential to the integrationof Buddhism into Confucianism. Li is considered as religious rites, decorum, formality, courtesy, politeness, deportment, good manners, or etiquette. The Chinese offered material sacrifices to heaven, former king, ancestor, and other deities. The sacrifices were a sign of indebtedness and the individuals, ancestors, or the ecological cycle. It entails the interpretations of behaviors on different occasions.
The Concept of Learning
The Confucian concept of learning is based on the learners and emphasizes on the thinking, efforts, practices, and questioning.In this concept, learning is conceived to entail individual and collective participation. Learning is a continuous process whose purpose is to transform and change people. The Confucius concept of learning considers teachers as learners who often practice whatever they are teaching therefore, becoming involved in the learning process. Learning is an essential way to enable action, accumulate knowledge and improve the relationship between action and knowledge. Such conceptualization of learning helps people re-consider assessments and view of learning besides providing insight into the Confucian culture and heritage influence.
The Concept of Jen
The concept of Jen, which translates to humanity,characterizesthe behavior that human beings show to promote a thriving human community. This concept reflects the Confucian presumptions. The Confucians viewed human beings as social beings whose identity is derived from interaction with the whole community. A person that is cultivated by Jen exhibits care and benevolence toward others, which motivates them to strife forward. Confucius states that every person can be humane because all human beings are intrinsically good. The underlying assumptions of Confucians are that all human beings are inherently good; therefore, they are capable of being empathetic, care for others and full of humaneness (Yao 26). Confucians believe that if people are not adequately developed or educated, the inherent quality of humanity breaks down therefore, people become uncaring, rash, undisciplined and hateful which attracts chaos into their lives. The concept is based on social and political virtues. It entails filial piety, propriety, wisdom, loyalty, and courage thus, in the Chinese view of values it is regarded as the highest good. The concept of Jen requires people to practice liberality, earnestness, generosity, diligence, and truthfulness. The concept of Jen involves considering and sympathizing with others. According to Confucius, one ought not to be of high social rank to be a gentleman but need to incorporate goodness in his relationship with other people. Jen teaches one to treat others with dignity and repay evil with kindness as it is a sign of a generous person and character (Yao28).Confucius's concept of Jen is fundamental teaching for all human beings to observe and follow. All men ought to struggle and lead their lives in line with the concept of Jen. One does not only require material development but also mental to achieve wholeness.
The Concept of Self
The concept of self is a Confucian thought of understanding oneself or trying to find out what it means to be a human. This concept is concerned with human beings’ happiness. Yao (47), asserts that the Confucian concept of self is made up of the moral relationships while emphasizing on what is meant by individual identity, in social settings. This concept is interdependent on society and relationships. The concept of self is based on other people and social relations, therefore, without them,it is non-existent, and one cannot achieve self-cultivation. This concept requires people to conform their subjective and personal desires with Li hence ignoring the dignity of autonomy and human subjectivity (de Bary et al. 878). In Confucianism, the concept of self is made of the search and understanding of what it means to be human in terms of spirit, substance, body,or no spirit, substance, and body. This concept seeks to understand one’s personality, something that is created through the environment and upbringing. Therefore, human beings have been considered as social beings.
Conclusion
Confucianism was a Chinese philosophy that outlined their social, political, moral, and spiritual aspects.Confucian concepts played a critical role in shaping human behavior and fostered people to live a better life. Confucianism teaches people that through their efforts and following rules of good conduct, they can be good. It shows the essence of respect, love and cares for the old and ancestors in society, which helped people learn to resolve problems that faced them during their time. AlthoughConfucianismhas faded in society today, some aspects are used to shape behavior and live a better life. For instance, families use concepts of Confucianism as a foundation of human hierarchy.
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